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Some Opening 
Thoughts
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These are 
Unprecedented 
Times
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The current situation was not 
a choice made by students, 

parents or teachers.
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Social Distancing is not 
Natural for Human Beings 

(including Teachers and Students)
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Most Educators 
remain Uncertain 

and Skeptical
about Online 

Teaching
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…and Potentially 
Overwhelmed!
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How to 
Proceed?

Use this unique 
opportunity to reflect

on your teaching 
practices, try some new 
technologies, and focus 

on how your students 
learn and engage with 

ideas!
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Some 
Assertions

The Covid situation exposed some poor pedagogical practices –
Mindless Worksheets sent home are no better than Mindless 
Worksheets in school

The inequalities across schools have been made more visible by 
these unique circumstances – access to quality Internet

A One Size Fits All solution to literacy instruction didn’t work 
before, and it will certainly not work now!

Parents and caregivers have been told how to help rather than 
asking what support they need

Students still need social spaces to interact with friends.

Lectures designed for students to “sit and get” don’t get better in 
online environments. (Neither do Faculty meetings J)

Homework wasn’t that effective when we saw students everyday. 
Homework needs to reduced and something students can DO on 
their own most of the time.
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Educational Spaces
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What are Physical, Virtual, & Digital Spaces?

•Physical: face to face, in-person classroom spaces          
(Read Aloud Circle)

•Virtual: face to face, online synchronous spaces 
(Video Conference Discussion - Zoom)

•Digital: online resources, asynchronous spaces 
(chat rooms / Discussion Boards – Slack / YellowDig)
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Physical      Virtual         Digital
Personal 
spaces

Meeting 
spaces

Resource 
spaces

Collaborative 
Work spaces

Performative 
spaces

Conference 
Technologies

Small Group 
Chat Rooms

One on One 
Discussions

Avatar-Based 
Apps

Presentational 
Spaces

Discussion 
Boards

Informational 
spaces

Collaborative 
spaces - Wiki

Archival spaces

Affinity Spaces
(Gaming)
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Potential Affordances
Face to Face
•Embodied Teaching -

Presence
•Connect to children better 
•Multimodal Resources –

gestures, intonation, 
position,  presence
• Seeing / sensing students’ 

needs

Virtual / Digital
•Can be asynchronous or 

synchronous
•Possible archiving of 

teaching
•Potential for one-on-one 

tutoring
•Decenters teacher
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Teaching in New Times
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Communication 
is Key

Parent surveys to understand students’ contexts

Setting reasonable (negotiated) expectations

Everyon has different preferences for communicating with you. Ask 
parents and students how they prefer to receive communications

Offers FAQs about what you know about the situation

Set up lines of weekly communication (depends on technology)

Create morning meeting / social opportunities

22

Some Initial 
Decisions to 
be Made 
About Your 
Teaching

Independent or Teacher (Parent) 
Supported Learning?

Synchronous or Asynchronous?

Physical, Digital or Virtual?

What resources are necessary and what 
are available? Books, Computers, etc.
What products are expected from 
students?

What is a worthwhile assignment?
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Quality 
Teaching & 

Learning 
Experiences

(adapted from Ernest Morell)

Connected – students must see work as connected and 
relevant to their lives and current situations

Provocative – students must be provided interesting resources 
that provoke engagement

Community Oriented – students must see themselves 
as members of a community of readers and writers

Culturally Responsive – students need to be heard and 
have their cultures, experiences, and lifeworlds validated

Purposeful – students must develop confidence and see 
themselves as potential “doers” of the experiences we require

Interactive – students must have opportunities to interact with 
other students and knowledgeable others, and resources

Worthwhile – students must see the work and experiences as 
valuable and supportive of their goals.
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Example:
Responding to Texts

Analogue vs. Virtual / Digital 
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Analogue Responses
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Analogue Post-Its

27

Annotating Text

28

Class Charts
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Drawing in Response
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Dioramas L
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Digital / Virtual Responses
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Responding to Texts: iAnnotate

33

Create Podcasts

34

Visual Notetaking Apps
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Aggregating Texts: Delicious / Diigo
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Responding to Texts: Skitch
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Responding to Texts: Book Trailers

Digital Resources 
for Book Trailers

• Digitalbooktalks.net
• Booktrailersforreaders.com
• Bookwink.com
• Schooltube.com
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Book Discussions
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Online 
Discussion

Technologies
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Responding to Texts – Video Recorded Discussions
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Voice 
Messaging
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Goodreads: 
Discussion 
Boards
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Teaching in New Times
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Possible 
Daily 

Schedule 
for Students 

at Home

Morning Meeting (if possible)

Read Aloud or Watch a Read Aloud

Independent Reading Time

Social Media for sharing ideas

Get some exercise

Lunch (connect with friends)

Do Something / Learn Something Projects
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Morning 
Meetings

Using Physical, Digital, and Virtual Platforms to 
connect with as many students as possible each day.

Offer Read Aloud and Discussion opportunities     
(physical, virtual, and digital resources)

Share resources with parents and students. Create 
an online portal for things you endorse.

Create spaces for students to talk with one another.

Virtual “Office Hours”

Make Video-Based instructional messages for 
revisiting instructions – Screen Sharing Apps.
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What Should Students 
Do Everyday?

Teaching in New Times
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Everyday…
•Read for an Hour
•Talk with someone about what you are reading.
•Write something
•Listen to a podcast (see list on next slide)

•Research something (see Learn 10 Things Projects slide)

•Get Outside and Exercise
•Relax and watch or play something
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Podcasts for Children
•Peace Out
•Brains On
•Book Club for Kids
•Ear Snacks
•Eleanor Amplified
•The Past and the Curious
•Short and Curly
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Learn “10 Things” Projects
Select a Topic and Learn 10 Interesting Things About:
•Some One
•Some Where
•Some Time
•Some Thing
•Some Idea
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Additional Digital 
Resources
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Additional Curriculum Resources Online

•Teach From Home teachfromhome.google/intl/en/
•Math in the Wild (learnmathcurriculum.com)
•Virtual Field Trips (Library of Congress / MOMA)
•Backyard Science (livescience.com)
•Educational Activities (outschool.com)
•Online Events (commonsensemedia.org)
•Online Activities (mommypoppins.com)
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Collaborative Spaces
•Wiki Creator: Wikispaces
•Google Classroom
•Goodreads.com
•Voice sharing recorder: Voxer
•Messaging Group App: Slack
• Interactive Whiteboard: Doceri
•Community Builder - Classdojo.com
•Others on http://frankserafini.com/web-20-tools-

resource-list.html
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https://teachfromhome.google/intl/en/
http://www.wikispaces.com/
http://voxer.com/
https://slack.com/
http://doceri.com/
https://www.classdojo.com/
http://frankserafini.com/web-20-tools-resource-list.html
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Favorite Apps for Phone or Tablet
• Bedtime math
• Dragonbox Numbers
• Lightbot and Lightbot II
• ScratchJR
• The Human Body
• TOCA Nature
• Professor Astro Cat’s Solar System
• Me: A Kid’s Diary
• Daniel Tiger’s GRR-IFIC Feelings
• TOCA Tea Party
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Some Ideas to Start…
Survey parents about the best ways to support them in these contexts. 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/mp/coronavirus-distance-learning-survey-template/

Choose a new technology or two that you see yourself using once school starts back up.

Find new ways to communicate / interact with parents and caregivers.

Be Creative! Math in the Driveway example

Don’t send home packets of work you wouldn’t expect students to do in face-to-face situations.

Focus on what students are doing and saying more than your lectures – feedback is essential
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Lots of writing being done 
about the “New Normal.”

I am concerned that this does 
not afford much agency to 
teachers and other 
changemakers. 

The new normal will be what 
WE make it, not what we 
allow others to do to us.
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Thank 
You!
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/mp/coronavirus-distance-learning-survey-template/

